The Protestant Reformation

· Values from the Renaissance helped to stimulate criticism of the Catholic Church.

· What might be some examples of values that helped bring about change?

1.

2.

3. 

· A split of the church would occur and a new form of Christianity known as Protestantism came about.

· The events that led to this spilt are called the Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther

· German born

· Luther was struck by lighting and lived.  Luther was frightened and at that moment he made a pact with god.  “Save me, and I would offer his life to the church.” 

· Luther claimed to “see the light” after being shocked by lightning.  Luther had a Defining moment.  Examples?

· Worried that god might not find him acceptable, Luther prayed to Saint Paul.  He found a passage that moved him.  

“He who through faith is righteous shall live.”

· Luther saw this as the Justification of Faith
· If you had faith in god a person could be just or good.
A push for change

· Luther soon realized that the church was not as “holy” as he imagined.

· A system of indulgences would push Luther to loose faith in the Church.

· Indulgences were certificates that were issued by the pope in order to reduce or repent your sins.

· People bought these indulgences thinking it would get them into heaven.

· The Church even went as far as giving indulgences for future sins as well as dead relatives.

· Luther was the spokesperson for Laypeople frustrated with Church corruption.  

95 Thesis speak about the problems - 1517

· Two groups become Luther’s greatest supporters.

·  First are young humanist and second are clerics who shared Luther’s views similar on the Church leaders.

· Initially saw himself as “loyal opposition.”

More Treatise

· Three more very important treatise came after the 95 theses.  
· First: Freedom of a Christian Written to Pope Leo X
· Second: To the nobility of the German Nation Written to the German people to evoke nationalism.
· Third: On the Babylonian Captivity of the Church Written to the clerics of the church.

Martin Luther’s 95 Thesis

First 10 Statements

Name_____________

1.  When our Lord and Master Jesus Christ said, "Repent" (Mt 4:17), he willed

the entire life of believers to be one of repentance.

2.  This word cannot be understood as referring to the sacrament of penance,

that is, confession and satisfaction, as administered by the clergy.

3.  Yet it does not mean solely inner repentance; such inner repentance is

worthless unless it produces various outward mortification of the flesh.

4.  The penalty of sin remains as long as the hatred of self (that is, true

inner repentance), namely till our entrance into the kingdom of heaven.

5.  The pope neither desires nor is able to remit any penalties except those

imposed by his own authority or that of the canons.

6.  The pope cannot remit any guilt, except by declaring and showing that it

has been remitted by God; or, to be sure, by remitting guilt in cases

reserved to his judgment.  If his right to grant remission in these cases were

disregarded, the guilt would certainly remain unforgiven.

7.  God remits guilt to no one unless at the same time he humbles him in all

things and makes him submissive to the vicar, the priest.

8.  The penitential canons are imposed only on the living, and, according to

the canons themselves, nothing should be imposed on the dying.

9.  Therefore the Holy Spirit through the pope is kind to us insofar as the

pope in his decrees always makes exception of the article of death and of

necessity.

10.  Those priests act ignorantly and wickedly who, in the case of the dying,

reserve canonical penalties for purgatory.

In your group of five fellow classmates, dissect the thesis that you have been assigned.  You need to break them down so that your classmates can comprehend what Luther is preaching.  Use your text, and probably most importantly a dictionary to understand what Luther is stating.  In each group you should have a recorder, a spokesperson, a timekeeper, and two researchers who are looking up words.  The hardest part of this assignment is that you will have to use your brains.  I know that is a lot to ask but we have to try.  Each student should eventually fill the back of this sheet.

My Words

1._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________2._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________4._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________5._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________6._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________7._____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________​​__________________________________

8._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9._______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

